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HOW THE PUBLIC RECEIVED THE JOURNAL 
OF NEGRO HISTORY 

My dear Dr. Woodson: 

I thank you cordially for sending me a copy of the first issue of 
The Journal of Negro History. It is a real pleasure to see a 
journal of this kind, dignified in form and content, and conforming 
in every way to the highest standards of modern historical research. 
You and your colleagues are to be congratulated on beginning 
your enterprise with such promise, and you certainly have my very 
best wishes for the future success of an undertaking so significant 
for the history of Negro culture in America and the world. 

I feel it a duty to assist concretely in work of this kind, and 
accordingly I enclose my check for sixteen dollars, of which fifteen 
dollars are in payment of a life membership fee in the Association 
for the Study of Negro Life and History, and one dollar for a year's 
subscription to the Journal. 

Very sincerely yours, 

J. E. Spingarn 
Dear Dr. Woodson: 

Thank you for sending me the first number of your Quarterly 
Journal. Mr. Bowen had already loaned me his copy and I had 
been meaning to write to you, stating how much I liked the looks 
of the magazine, the page, the print, and how good the matter of 
this first number seemed to me to be. I am going to ask the library 
here to subscribe to it and I shall look over each number as it comes 
out. Enclosed is my cheque for five dollars which you can add to 
your research fund. 

Very truly yours, 

Edward Channing, 
Mclean Professor of Ancient 
and Modem History, 
Harvard University 

My dear Dr. Woodson: 

No words of mine can express the delight with which I am 
reading the first copy of your Journal, nor the supreme satisfaction 
I feel that such an organization as the Association for the Study 
of Negro Life and History is in actual and active existence. 

225 



226 Journal of Negro History 

Inclosed find check for sixteen dollars for one year's subscrip- 
tion to the Journal and a life membership in the Association. 

Very truly yours, 

Leila Amos Pendleton 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: 

I have read with considerable interest Number I of The Journal 
op Negro History. The enterprise seems to me to be an excellent 
one and deserving of enthusiastic support. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. A. GOLDENWEISER, 

Department of Anthropology, 
Columbia University 
Dear Sir: 

Last week I chanced to see a copy of The Journal op Negro 
History, January number, and while I didn't have opportunity to 
read it fully, I was very favorably impressed with it; so much so 
that I am sending my check for one year's subscription, including 
the January number. Allow me to hope much success may attend 
this undertaking and that subsequent numbers be as elegant and 
attractive as this one. Yours very truly, 

T. Spotuas Burwell 
Dear Sir: 

I want to congratulate you on the appearance and contents of 
this first number. It has received most favorable comment from 
every one to whom I have shown it. I certainly wish it every 
success. Yours truly, 

Caroline B. Chapin 
Englewood, N. J. 
Dear Mr. Woodson: 

I have examined with more than usual interest the copy of The 
Journal op Negro History which has just reached me through 
your courtesy. It certainly looks hopeful and I trust that the ven- 
ture may prove its usefulness very quickly. I am sending you my 
check for a subscription as I shall be glad to receive subsequent 
issues. 

Wishing you great success in your editorial position and hoping 
that the idea of the organization may be attained, I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

F. W. Shepardson, 

Professor of American History, 

The University of Chicago 
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My dear Dr. Woodson: 

I looked over the first number of The Journal of Negro His- 
tory with much interest. It bears every evidence of a scientific 
disposition on the part of the editor and his board. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ferdinand Schevill, 
Professor of European History, 
The University of Chicago 
My dear Dr. Woodson: 

Your magazine is excellent. I am noting it in the current Crisis. 
Very sincerely Yours, 

W. E. B. DuBois, 
Editor of the Crisis 
My dear Dr. Woodson: 

Enclosed find my check for $1 for one year's subscription to 
The Journal of Negro History. I am enjoying the reading of 
the first issue and shall look forward with interest to the coming 
of each successive one. 

With best wishes for the work, I am, 
Very truly yours, 

T. C. Williams, 
Manassas, Va. 
My dear Dr. Woodson: 

I have read The Journal of Negro History with pleasure, 
interest, profit and withal, amazement. The typographical appear- 
ance, the size and the strong scholastic historical articles reveal 
research capacity of the writers, breadth of learning and fine 
literary taste. Having been the editor of the Voice of the Negro and 
knowing somewhat of the literary capacity of the best writers of 
the race, I cannot but express satisfaction and amazement with this 
new venture under your leadership. I sincerely hope and even 
devoutly pray that this latest born from the brain of the Negro race 
may grow in influence and power, as it deserves, to vindicate for the 
thinkers of the race their claim to citizenship in the republic of 
thought and letters. Count upon me as a fellow worker. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. W. E. Bowen 
Vice-President of Gammon Theological Seminary 

My dear Dr. Woodson: 

I have examined with interest the first number of The Journal 
of Negro History, which you so kindly sent me. It is a credit to 
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its editors and contributors and I hope it may continue to preserve 
high standards and to prosper. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frederick J. Turner, 
Professor of American History in 
Harvard University 

My dear Dr. Woodson: 

I am obliged to you for your copy of The Journal of Negro 
History and am interested in knowing that you have undertaken 
this interesting work. I shall endeavor to see that it is ordered 
for our library. I should suppose that if you could manage to float 
it and keep it going for a few years, at least, that it would have 
considerable historical value. 

Very sincerely yours, 

A. C. McLaughlin, 
Head of the Department of American History, 
The University of Chicago 

My dear Dr. Woodson: 

Thank you for sending me the Journal op Negro History, 
which I have examined with interest and which I am calling to the 
attention of the Harvard Library. You have struck a good field of 
work, and I am sure you can achieve genuine results in it. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles H. Haskins, 
Dean of the Harvard Graduate School 

My dear Dr. Woodson: 

Please accept my thanks for an initial copy of The Journal of 
Negro History which you were kind enough to send me. I am 
delighted with it. Its mechanical makeup leaves nothing to be 
desired and its contents possess a permanent value. It should 
challenge the support of all forward-looking men of the race and 
command the respect of the thinking men of the entire country 
regardless of creed or color. I wish you the fullest measure of 
success in this unique undertaking. 

Your friend, 

J. W. Scott, 
Principal of the Douglass High School, 
Huntington, W. Va. 
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My dear Mr. Woodson: 

I wish to acknowledge the receipt of the first number of The 
Journal of Negro History. I have read it with much interest 
and congratulate you, as the editor, upon your achievement. The 
more I think of the matter, the more do I believe there is a place 
for such a publication. The history of the Negro in Africa, in the 
West Indies, in Spanish America, and in the United States offers 
a large field in which little appears to have been done. 

Very truly yours, 

A. H. Buffinton, 
Instructor in History, Williams College 
My dear Sir: 

A copy of The Journal of Negro History was received yester- 
day and I wish to thank you and the gentlemen associated with you 
for this magnificent effort. There is "class" to this magazine, more 
"class" than I have seen in any of our race journals. May I say, 
notwithstanding the fact that I edited a race magazine once myself, 
the whole magazine is clean and high and deserves a place in our 
homes and college libraries alongside with the great periodicals of 
the land. 

Yours very truly, 

J. Max Barber 
Dear Sirs: 

Please find enclosed my subscription of one dollar in cash to 
The Journal of Negro History, and permit me to congratulate 
you on your first publication. 

Very truly yours, 

Oswald Garrison Villard 
Dear Sir: 

The first number of your magazine reached me a few days ago. 
It is a fine publication, doing credit to its editor and to the asso- 
ciation. I think it has a fine field. 

Sincerely yours, 

T. G. Steward, 
Captain, U. S. Army, Retired 
Dear Dr. Woodson: 

I have the first number of The Journal of Negro History. 
Permit me to congratulate you and to earnestly hope that it may 
live long and prosper. It is excellent in purpose, matter and 
method. If the present high standard is maintained, you and your 
friends will not only make a most valuable contribution to a dire 
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need of the Negro, but you will add in a substantial measure to 
current historical data. Truly yours, 

D. S. S. Goodloe, 
Principal, Maryland Normal and Industrial School 

"Why then, should the new year be signalized by the appear- 
ance of a magazine bearing the title The Journal of Negbo His- 
toby? How can there be such a thing as history for a race which 
is just beginning to live? For the Journal does not juggle with 
words; by 'history' it means history and not current events. The 
answer is to be found within its page.s. . . ." 

"But the outstanding feature of the new magazine is just the 
fact of its appearance. Launched at Chicago by a new organiza- 
tion, the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, it 
does not intend 'to drift into the discussion of the Negro Problem,' 
but rather to 'popularize the movement of unearthing the Negro 
and his contributions to civilization . . . believing that facts prop- 
erly set forth will speak for themselves.' " 

"This is a new and stirring note in the advance of the black 
man. Comparatively few of any race have a broad or accurate 
knowledge of its part. It would be absurd to expect that the Negro 
will carry about in his head many details of a history from which 
he is separated by a tremendous break. It is not absurd to expect 
that he will gradually learn that he, too, has a heritage of some- 
thing beside shame and wrong. By that knowledge he may be 
uplifted as he goes about his task of building from the bottom." 

The New York Evening Post. 

When men of any race begin to show pride in their own ante- 
cedents we have one of the surest signs of prosperity and rising 
civilization. That is one reason why the new Jouknal of Negbo 
Histobt ought to attract more than passing attention. Hitherto 
the history of the Negro race has been written chiefly by white 
men; now the educated Negroes of this country have decided to 
search out and tell the historic achievements of their race in their 
own way and from their own point of view. And, judging from 
the first issue of their new publication, they are going to do it in a 
way that will measure up to the standards set by the best historical 
publications of the day. 

The opinions which the American Negro has hitherto held con- 
cerning his own race have been largely moulded for him by others. 
Himself he has given us little inkling of what his race has felt, and 
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thought and done. Any such situation, if long enough continued, 
would make him a negligible factor in the intellectual life of man- 
kind. But the educated leaders of the race, of whom our colleges 
and universities have been turning out hundreds in recent years, 
do not propose that this shall come to pass. They are going to 
show the Negro that his race is more ancient than the Golden 
Fleece or Roman Eagle; that Ethiopia had a history quite as 
illustrious as that of Nineveh or Tyre, and that the Negro may well 
take pride in the rock from which he was hewn. The few decades 
of slavery form but a small dark spot in the annals of long and 
great achievements. That embodies a fine attitude and one which 
should be thoroughly encouraged. It aims to teach the Negro that 
he can do his own race the best service by cultivating those heredi- 
tary racial traits which are worth preserving, and not by a fatuous 
imitation of his white neighbors. 

At any rate, here is a historical journal of excellent scientific 
quality, planned and managed by Negro scholars for readers of 
their own race, and preaching the doctrine of racial self-conscious- 
ness. That in itself is a significant step forward. 

The Boston Herald. 

A new periodical, to be published quarterly, is the journal of 
"The Association for the Study of Negro Life and History," a 
society organized in Chicago in September, 1915. The commend- 
able aim of the Association is to collect and publish historical and 
sociological material bearing on the Negro race. Its purpose, it 
is claimed, is not to drift into discussion of the Negro problem, but 
to publish facts which will show to posterity what the Negro has so 
far thought, felt, and done. 

The president of the association, George C. Hall, of Chicago; 
its secretary-treasurer, Jesse E. Moorland, of Washington, D. C; 
the editor of the Journal, Carter G. Woodson, also of Washington; 
and the other names associated with them on the executive council 
and on the board of associate editors, guarantee an earnestness of 
purpose and a literary ability which will doubtless be able to main- 
tain the high standard set in the first issue of the Journal. The 
table of contents of the January number includes several historical 
articles of value, some sociological studies, and other contributions, 
all presented in dignified style and in a setting of excellent paper 
and type. The general style of the Journal is the same as that 
of the American Historical Review. 

The Southern Workman. 
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An undertaking which deserves a cordial welcome began in the 
publication, in January, of the first number of the Journal of Negro 
History, edited by Mr. Carter G. Woodson, and published at 2223 
Twelfth Street, N.W., Washington, by the Association for the Study 
of Negro Life and History, formed at Chicago in September, 1915. 
The price is but $1 per annum. The objects of the Association and 
of the journal are admirable — not the discussion of the "negro prob- 
lem," which is sure, through other means, of discussion ample in 
quantity at least, but to exhibit the facts of negro history, to save 
and publish the records of the black race, to make known by com- 
petent articles and by documents what the negro has thought and 
felt and done. The first number makes an excellent beginning, with 
an article by the editor on the Negroes of Cincinnati prior to the 
Civil War; one by W. B. Hartgrove on the career of Maria Louise 
Moore and Fannie M. Richards, mother and daughter, pioneers in 
negro education in Virginia and Detroit; one by Monroe N. Work, 
on ancient African civilization; and one by A. 0. Stafford, on negro 
proverbs. The reprinting of a group of articles on slavery in the 
American Museum of 1788 by "Othello," a negro, and of selections 
from the Baptist Annual Register, 1790-1802, respecting negro 
Baptist churches, gives useful aid toward better knowledge of the 
American negro at the end of the eighteenth century. — The Amer- 
ican Historical Review. 



